REMARKS 

Claims 1-7, 10-17 and 20-22 are pending in the application and stand rejected. By 
the above amendment, Claims 1, 4, 5, 10, 1 1, 14, 15, and 20 have been amended, claims 
2, 3, 12, 13, 21, and 22 have been canceled without prejudice, and new claims 23-25 have 
been added. No new matter has been introduced by virtue of the claim amendments. 
Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the claim rejections based on the above 
amendments and the following remarks. 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 4-7, 10, 11, 14-17 and 20 stand rejected as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,105,173 to Brown . Moreover, claims 1 and 1 1 stand rejected as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 876,797 to Gilbert . 

It is respectfully submitted that at the very minimum, claims 1 and 1 1 are not 
anticipated by Brown or Gilbert in that neither reference discloses a first portion formed 
of synthetic material and second portion formed of cotton material, which are seamlessly 
connected by a continuous knit between the synthetic and cotton materials, as essentially 
claimed in claims 1 and 1 1 . 

In contrast, Brown discloses first and second materials that are detachably 
connected using hook and loop fastener means (24, 25). Moreover, Gilbert discloses a 
stocking made of a single knit material (not different first and second materials), wherein 
portions of the single knit material in contact with the foot are non-dyed. 
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Accordingly, for at least the above reasons, claims 1 and 1 1 are patentably distinct 
and patentable over Brown and Gilbert . Further, all pending claims that depend from 
claims 1 and 1 1 are patentably distinct and patentable over Brown and Gilbert at least by 
virtue of their dependence from respective base claims 1 and 1 1 . New claim 25 is 
patentably distinct from said references for similar reasons given above for claims 1 and 
11. Therefore, the withdrawal of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfully 
requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. $ 103 

Claims 2, 3, 12 and 13 stand rejected as being unpatentable over Brown in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,926,852 to Hudv . Claims 21 arid 22 stand rejected as being 
unpatentable over Gilbert . Claims 2, 3, 12, 13, 21 and 22 are canceled without prejudice 
and the specific rejections are thus moot. Accordingly, withdrawal of the obviousness 
rejections is respectfully requested. 




Peggy Lancellotti 
Applicant 
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